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the sixth century A.D., the king of Lang-ya-su, "when he goes
out, rides on an elephant, surrounded with flags of feathers,
banners and drums, and covered by a white canopy/'1 The
history of the Sung dynasty (960-1279 AD.) says of the king
of Java : "The king has his hair in a knot upon the top of
his head, he wears golden bells, a silk robe, and shoes of leather.
He sits on a square couch and his functionaries who see
him daily salute him three times on going away. When he
goes out, he rides on an elephant or sits in a carriage, and
from five to seven hundred soldiers follow him. When
the people see the king, they squat down until he has passed."2
According to Ohau Ju-kua, the ruler of San-fo-tsi was
sheltered by a silk umbrella and guarded by men bearing golden
lances.3 The royal procession in Po-li was marked by even
greater splendour as is ^evident from the passage quoted above,
in Bk. 1, ch. IX. An idea of the primitive and simple court-
life may be formed from the account of Pu-ni where "the king
sits on a couch made of cords, and when he goes out he sits
on a large piece of cloth ( a hammock ) and is carried by a
number of men."*

The residence of the king and the nobles was built of brick
and wood, sometimes covered by Chinese tiles, while the
dwellings of the people were mostly bamboo cottages covered
with straw, the walls being filled in with leaves, and the poles
fastened with rattan.5

The Chinese description of the ordinary people is some-
times applicable only to wild primitive tribes who still
inhabited parts of the country.

Take, for example, the following description of the Javanese
in Ying-yai Sheng-lan which is also reproduced in the History
of the Ming Dynasty. ''The natives are very ugly and
uncouth ; they go about with uncombed heads and naked feet
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